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Character-sketch of Chandran  in R. K Narayan's 

The Bachelor of Arts 

The Bachelor of Arts (1937) is a novel written by R. K. Narayan. It is the second 

book of a trilogy that begins with Swami and Friends and ends with The English 

Teacher. It is again set in Malgudi, the fictional town Narayan invented for his 

novels. This novel is designed to show a mirror to the society of the false love, 

attractions and reality. The hero of the novel is  Chandran who achieves what he 

aims in life. But he finds it difficult to come to terms with the different layers of 

consciousness which are socially conditioned. The protagonist Chandran is shown 

both as a real man and everyman because of his realistic attributes. Thus, 

Narayan depicts the problems of Chandran as everyman’s. Chandran’s life is 

categorized into three stages in the first term as student in the last year of his 

college life, in the second term as a romantic lover and in the third term as a 

sanyasi. For Narayan, life is full of charm; one has to only choose the right dose of 

happiness and joy to make a pleasurable living. 

The story describes the complex transition of Chandran’s adolescent mind into 

adulthood and the heartbreak which he faces. First, Chandran's college life in 

late colonial times is described. After graduation, he falls in love with a girl, but is 

rejected by the bride's parents, since his horoscope describes him as a manglik, a 

condition in which a manglik can only marry another manglik and if not, the non-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manglik
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manglik will die. Malathi, the girl with whom Chandran falls from college, is then 

married to someone else. 

Chandran is absolutely heartbroken to the extent that he goes to Madras and 

starts living on streets. Famished, delusioned and full of self-pity, he ends up 

wandering from one place to another. Also frustrated and desperate, he then 

embarks on a journey as Sanyasi. On his journey he meets many people and he is 

also misunderstood as a great sage by some villagers. After 8 months, he thinks of 

what mess he has become and thinks about his parents. Due to the compunctions 

and the realizations, he decides to return home. He takes up a job as a newsagent 

and decides to marry, in order to please his parents, thinking of the discomfort he 

had caused them earlier. 

Chandran being modern and educated is not able to set himself in the traditional 

setup of the society. He is a sensitive young man of twenty one and his hectic 

activities in the college show how young men like him were carried by a wave of 

Indian renaissance. Right from the beginning of the novel, we find Chandran 

trapped into becoming the Prime Mover of the union debate on the subject, “In 

the opinion of this house historians should be slaughtered first”. 

After his successful participation in the debate, he goes to watch a late night film 

show with Ramu, his close friend. He does this in the face of the knowledge that 

late shows always upset his father. But as he reaches home, his confidence 

vanishes and he again becomes a child afraid of his father. He opens the gate, 

slips in noiselessly . But suddenly something dramatic happens within him. He has 

a surge of self respect and the adult within him chides him for being a child: 

           “ He realized that what he usually did was a piece of evasive 

cowardiceworthy of an adolescent. He was not eighteen but twenty one. At 

twenty- one to be afraid of one’s parents and adopt sneaky way! He would be 

graduate very soon and he was already a remarkable orator! This impulse to 

sneak in was very boyish. He felt sorry for it and reminded it by unnecessarily 

lifting the gate chain and letting it noisily down.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanyasa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wise_old_man
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The novel reveals two-told influence of tradition and unconventionality on the life 

of Chandran, a callow youth. Chandran develops into complex character, standing 

on the threshold of unconventionality with occasional pulls of tradition. 

Soon after his graduation, a major change comes into Chandran’s life. He falls in 

love and this change him immensely. Having got his graduation, he is yet 

undecided as to what he is to do next and when well- wishers and relatives begin 

to pester him with enquiries and advice about his future until “Chandran had a 

feeling of persecution” . Then he decides the he would like to go to England and 

get a doctorate and tells his father and relative so. This convinces everybody.  

Erikson states in Childhood and Society that the love relationship in an adolescent 

is just a way of trying to understand himself, it is but a projection of his egoThis 

helps us  to understand Chandran’s behaviour and feelings because though he 

never has the courage to go to the girl and speak to her he believes himself to be 

in love with her. His affair or infatuation with the Malathi, the girl on the sands, 

remains merely at the level of eyefriendship and though Chandran is not even 

sure if she is fair or brown or her nose is straight or crooked, his feelings for her 

are very intense. However, chandran could not marry Malthi because of the 

mismatch of the horoscopes of both.  

Chandran tries to challenge traditional social set up through his love affair. But for 

Chandran’s parents, tradition is “an actively shaping force”. They are not ready to 

accept Chandran’s love affair and his will to marry Malathi. For them, “tradition is 

in practice the most evident expression of the dominant and hegemonic pressures 

and limits”. The rigidity of cast system prevalent in the society troubles his mind. 

After getting rejection in love, he  leaves for Madras but as the train steams into 

the station, he gives the slip to his cousin who has come to fetch him and checks 

in at a hotel. Thus, Chandran asserts himself once again; he does not wish to go to 

his uncle’s house and so he does not go there even though his father desires it. He 

makes his own decision This is corroborated again later when in Madras, in the 

company of Kailas, the profligate, he gets to see a little of life yet decides to leave 

him because his life style. He starts leading life of a Sanyasi.  
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Finally, after eight months torturous life, Chandran returns to his home in 

Malgudi. His return home is marked by relief among the family who has not 

known where Chandran has been for the last eight months . After his return to 

Malgudi, Chandran finds he is able to lead a quite life but he also realizes that 

despite his efforts to keep himself busy in the garden, he cannot forget Malathi. 

Chandran is still unable to get Malathi out of his head completely and though he 

tries hard, the pictures and memories of her keep haunting him for a long time. 

After a long time, his father comes to him with a proposal of marriage to another 

girl Sushila. Chandran is still skeptical about love and marriage and initially refuses 

but later decides to see the girl.  

 At the same time, he also begins to feel strongly about the fact that he is without 

an occupation and this thought disturbs him. He realizes that he must become 

independent as early as possible . He  decides to take the Chief Agency of Daily 

Messenger. Chandran’s philosophy that love is an illusion is disproved when he 

sees Susila, the girl of his parent’s choice and falls in love with her at first sight. As 

he returns from her home after the bride ceremony he thinks of her continuously. 

With his marriage with Susila, love becomes a reality for him not just a foolish 

literary notion and before the book concludes, a note of resolution seems to have 

been struck. Chandran has a good job which he likes, a beautiful wife whom he 

adores; a friend whom he trusts thought occasionally he remembers Ramu, being 

of the sentimental, sensitive kind. His earlier negative attitudes get replaced by 

more positive once. He feels more secure now that he has learnt how to make the 

world of his dreams correspond to the world of reality, though at last, he is able 

to achieve what he aims in life. 

The Bachelor of Arts depicts the old social values questioned every now and then 

by people with modern and rational approach towards life. Persons like 

Chandran, have failed to achieve the desired goal. They have to accept the defeat 

in life. But what we observe is that different layers of his consciousness are 

socially conditioned not without the necessary pain and suffering. In other words 

he grows up, matures into the adult world. Narayan shows the harsh realities of 

life. In his fiction he mostly expects a happy ending but real life is tough. For him, 
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life is full of charm; one has to only choose the right dose of happiness and joy to 

make a pleasurable living on this mundane earth. The right attitude towards life is 

what stands out for a clear vision. 

THANK YOU 


